Rotagram

December 30, 2008
Today’s meeting was called to order by President Saritin.  Roamer Doc gave the blessing and Saritin led us in the singing of “God Bless America”.  Lunch was served in the Terranova Grill with a unique table set-up.
Secretary Monique announced PP Sergio’s recent birthday and we sang our usual rendition of “Happy Birthday”.  It was PP Sue’s 18th anniversary.
Fill-in Sgt-at-Arms Mike began with the general fine- if you returned an unwanted gift you were exempt. Other happy and sad moments include the following:

PP Sergio was happy to pay for the excellent singing.

Roamer Doc was happy 2008 was almost over.
PP Sue was happy Norman LeClair brought her to Rotary 18 years ago.

Joann enjoyed a fun Christmas with the twins and also announced that the Sir Speedy franchise was up and the company has a new name COPRICO.

Joe P purchased a new boat for Christmas

Mark is looking forward to a happy 2009

Barry is happy 2008 is almost over.

Rick G. paid for missing meetings and also for finding an old political badge that read, A time for change MAUCH for School Committee.  It was so old PP Bruce had no idea of the year.
PP Bruce said he was unhappy with his Cadillac Escalade, so he returned it.  He was also sad football is over for the Patriots.

PP Pat enjoyed the holidays even though he had to attend 4 events in 3 days.

PP Allan returned the gift Laraine gave him—the American Express bill. I don’t think that counted so he also had to pay the fine.

Brian spent the holidays with Lisa’s relative in Virginia and the highlight of the trip was blowing up an appliance in an open field.  Sounds like a strange Christmas tradition.

Jackie had a great Christmas but also paid a sad moment because a program is closing in Chelsea because of funding. (or lack thereof)

Juan had no returns

PP Joe V has happy to have son and daughter-in-law visiting from Florida.

Monique was off visiting her husband’s family and packed very carefully, she was sad her luggage arrived three days later.

PP Mike was happy his son had a chance to go to Florida, but maybe a little disappointed in the Christmas gift.  It was the same picture that his son gave him for his birthday (Maybe he wanted Mike to have one at home and one for the shop).
As fill-in Sgt-at-Arms Mike liked the T table set-up, things went quickly.

(Editor’s note: Not a good set-up for  conversation around the table, I overhead talk that it looked like a meeting of the heads of the five families).

Next on the agenda was the request for a donation of $10,000.00 for the Colombian Project.  At the last board meeting there was a motion to bring the request before the full membership along with some additional information.  Juan, Brian and Treasurer Joe, gave a full update on the project along with copies of the budget, letters from both the Rotary Club in Columbia and the Caritas Foundation.  Time was allotted for all questions and on a show of hands the request was approved unanimously by the membership.
Announcements:
Saritin received a note from Donna Lee Rubin letting the club know that Roamer Vin was doing better and able to travel to Florida for Christmas

Jay announced that fellow Rotarian Brian Hatleberg is the incoming President of the Chelsea City Council and he will be sworn in on Monday evening, January 5th at 

7:00 p.m.  All are invited to attend

RYLA Awards Program -Danversport, Saturday 1-3-09.  Contact Saritin if you are interested in attending.
Sergio won the raffle and will have car #3.

Happy and Healthy New Year to All!   Seen you in 2009!
.

Barbara
