January 13, 2009

Tuesday meeting was called to order at precisely 12:15 by our beloved president, Saritan. Thanks to Tom K for leading us in blessing of the meal and for Saritan in leading us in “God Bless America”. I believe that if Saritan would start “God Bless America” at a lower octave the group would be better able to follow. Kevin, where are you? 
Secretary’s Report: We had several guest in attendance: Sindia Jimenez from Chelsea Central Latinos, she was guest of Monique, we had Kim Hardy by way of Diane, we had Danielle Calvo by way of Christian, Brian had two guest the reverends Sandra and Ken Whitley. Their was an announcement that the Chelsea Collaborative will be handing out it’s 2008 human service awards at it’s annual meeting on February 23. The other announcement was that the Chelsea Senior Center will be holding a breakfast meeting in reconition of Martin Luther King on the nineteenth of Jan. at its headquarters on Riley Way.
President’s Report:  Saritan had two messages for us. The first was the Columbia dinner on 2/6/09 at Juan’s house to raise funds for the building fund that is going on in Columbia. Tickets are going fast, there are only four left. So call early to reserve your seat, please call Juan or Saritan for details. The second message was that there is going to be a dinner on February 5 sponsored by the district at the Danversport Yacht Club 161 Elliott Street route 62 Danvers Ma. The theme of the dinner will be Understanding World Peace, with the featured speaker be Ainash T. Alpeissova the former ambassadorial scholar Kazakhstan, she from the Boston rotary club. She was featured recently in the Rotarian magazine. Tickets can be purchased on line mailto:celliott@danversauto.com or call 978-777-3627. Registration deadline is Jan 26. 
Mike’s general fine for the day was, if you have not played any board games over the holiday period cough it up. The consensus was more people had played board games than had not. One interesting comment on the board game theme came from John B, he said he was recently playing scrabble and his winning word “Oyez”. Next week fine should be to see if anyone can spell it and what does it mean. 
Guest Speaker: Today’s guest speaker was Sindia Jimenez from Chelsea’s Central Latino. Sindia is a case manager for the organization and the club is helping to sponsor a group study effort to Johannesburg, South Africa . Sindia is a graduate of Umass, Boston where she was a communications major. Sindia was originally from the Dominican Republic and she and her family emigrated some fifteen years ago. Her group study project will be cosponsored by the district with several other candidates that will also be joining the project. The theme of this conference and study will be in the field of HIV and STD area and how this country is handling its responsibility. Sindia helped organize and volunteered the following events: Worlds Aides Day, National HIV Day, Boston Aides Walk and Project Health Moves. 
Members Corner: Our only member announcement comes from Bruce. The bowling league was officially commenced  with the Saugus Club. The Chelsea members will be Barry K, Allan A, Jimmy D, Mike F, Joe V, Bruce M, Rick A and Ron A . God luck to this bunch, I don’t see a straight shooter among them.  
