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February 16, 2010
Today’s meeting was opened by President Brian, PP Joe recited the prayer and PE Tom led us in singing.  There was quite a crowd for a snowy day.
Secretary Paula introduced today’s guests: Sherry Lane from Accion, USA, Miguel, and Baidy friends of Juan and Madelyn and Madelyn’s daughter Chantelle.  Saritin’s guest was her son Dominic.  There were four birthdays this week, PP Peter, PP Bob B, Matt and Madelyn.  Joel celebrated his 28th year as a Rotarian.
Sgt-at-Arms Mitch gave us a reprieve, no general fine. There were many happy and sad moments including the following:

Kevin K had a very Happy Valentine’s Day

PP Sue was sad baby Dominic was not happy to be at Rotary.  She also noted that former member John Mac Donald recent lost his fiancée.

Ken paid in advance for missing next weeks meeting; he will be attending the boat show.

President Brian had a great week-end in Williamstown with friends making and eating several gallons of ice cream.

PE Tom also paid in advance for missing the next meeting, he will be visiting his grandchildren.

PP Joe was happy for the three day week-end

PP Barry is both happy and sad his daughter is in Australia for a semester abroad.

PP Saritin was happy to have Dominic with her at Rotary and that he is four months old.

All members expressed happiness for the successful trip to Colombia by Juan, Madelyn and their group

We had two speakers today; the first was Sherry Lane from Accion, USA a nonprofit organization that offers small business loans of up to $50,000.00.  The company lends to small businesses that may not otherwise qualify.  The average loan is $7,000.00 and terms are for up to 60 months.  Additional information is available at www.accion.org. 
At this time, while Madelyn set up the projector, Juan spoke about the opening of the health center in Colombia.  After landing in Colombia it was a 6 hour ride and a 1 ½ hour walk to the clinic.  The doctors and dentist arrived early and were already seeing patients when our group arrived.  During the course of the day over 500 children and adults were seen.  The video was amazing and it will be forwarded to members.  Please take the time to watch it.  
The group brought back a sack of 100% Colombian coffee (possibly picked by Juan Valdez) and our auctioneer Tom started the bidding at $20.00.  PP Charlene was the highest bidder.

Kevin and Joel had the lucky numbers for the drawing but neither picked the eight of clubs, so the pot grows.  
See you next week!
Barbara
